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HALL LIFE 

As has been repeatedly pointed out, the 
JCR committee in halls has only trivial 
powers, the warden being able to veto decisions 
in a wide range of areas. In fact the JCR, 
even more blatantly than the Union, is a Joke: 
the last decaying vestige of the concessions 
made during the wave of 60' s radicalism. 

More disturbing however is the fact that 
a large majority of the hall inmates are 
quite happy to surrender responsibility up 
to this gross residential institution- and to 
an administration increasingly influenced by 
the profit motive. 

We have very little say in the running 
of these places or the rules which determine 
the details of our existance .For example at 
Childs the JCR has funds well in excess of 
£12, 000, yet we can only alter our subscription 
fee in a negative way (ie:we can vote to 
increase the amount we pay, but not to decrease 
it) and of course we .have less than complete 
control over the use of these funds in any 
case .Acceptance of restrictions & limitations 
in every area of daily life (the mediocre 
food and tiny rooms- shoeboses just large 
enough to ensure that we dont crack up before 
the end of term and waste their precious 
money) is just the start of a whole wonderful 
life spent having decisions made for you and 
obeying 'superiors'. 

So how can things be changed? A partial 
answer is to try and recover reponsibility 
for some things- in fact in self-catering 
areas such as Sibly and Bridges wing the 
atmosphere is generally more lively and 
interesting- perhaps having to think for 
ourselves on some issues ancourages thought 
on larger and more consequent topics? 

However some halls (such as Childs) would 
require substantial modification in order 
for self-catering to be feasible , maybe the 
only true solution is to join the fight for 
accommodation in town- and of course theres 
always squatting to consider. 

A Childs Hall inmate 
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• unofficial 1 Report on Union Meeting, 



Well what a farce. This was my first 
(& quite possibly last) visit to an OGM- 
I can only imagine that the people who 
regularly turn up are drawn by some perverse 
masochistic desire to be bored rigid and 
generally crapped on verbally by various 
political functionaries. 

The meeting (massively attended by 
40 (odd) people and 3 liberals) dragged on 
interminably , the Conservatives 'playing* at 
politics just as much as the left, voting 
against a proposal for more entertainment at 
weekends (obviously Better Things To Do) & 
for more laxity in the controls on delegations. 
The one interesting motion (suggesting that 
Chris Humphries could be improved by a short 
dip in the lake) was not even considered. 

As far as I can see, Phil Toni (who 
broke RUCA ranks on the ents motion- glares 
from back of room) and Karan Talbot are the 
onlv ones anonns our 'representative' noliticos 
to possess any sort of commen sense. Phils 
string vest providing one of the few moments 
of light relief .Democracy in general doesnt 
get much of a look in- RUCA themselves vote 
like a load of sheep and are just about as 
easy to tell apart (dig those trendy fascist 
haircuts). As for the rest, about 10 people 
dominate disscusion.not because they speak 
well or have good ideas, but because they 
make us believe they speak well and have good 
ideas. They seem to be informed, but thats because 
the information is only given to them- they can 
completely mystify us with 'procedural motions', 
'points of information ( ha '.)',' ref erals back' 
etc ad nauseum.A nice egotrip if you can get it, 
but dont expect us to provide an audience. 


an Unbiased Observer 


(Watch out for our detailed indictment of 
union politics and some alternative suggestions- 
coming soon (somewhere) ) ^ 
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UNIVERSITY EDUCATION: What are we here for? 

1) The real aim of universities is to 
provide the next generation of executive 
fodder for industry and the ruling bueaucracy. 
They were created by the ruling class and 
they exist to perpetuate and serve it by 
supplying capitalism with the experts and 
information it needs, in areas such as 
operational research, law, computing, weapons 
development etc .Universities are factories 
producing finely graded and degraded products: 
students are trained to be conformist and 
uncri tical , to accept and defend blindly the 
values and doctrines of the ruling elite 

(all the elements of the capitalist system 
are here :Hierarchical structure .confidence 
in experts, elitism, sexism stupidity and 
mystification) . 

Fundamentally its not organised for 
our benifit.but for the self-perpetuation of 
the academic and ruling elites. This explains 
why ideas developed for improved learning 
have not been adopted- universities are meant 
to diminish awareness , not increase it. Real 
learning is stifled by the rigid, archaic 
teaching methods : students are treated as 
though they were incapable of mature, self- 
motivated learning- this attitude in itself 
contributes to student apathy and passivity. 

We unquestionally swallow the academic bulls t, 

masochistically enjoying and encouraging our 
guilt whenever we arnt slaving away at their 
repetative and meaningless tasks. 

The system is inefficient and outdated, 
lecturers are usually more interested in their 
research than in teaching, and the very 
'lecturer dependence' of our courses means 
that fairly simple subjects acn be turned 
into incomprehensible gibberish by a lousy 
one (quite often these lecturers are those 
highest in the academic hierarchy- complaints 
about them are not taken seriously). 

It has been repeatedly shown that 
dialouge methods of teaching are far superior 
to the standerd inferior/superior 'Word of 
God' relationship, even using traditional 
measures of performance , and definitely so 
in terms of illumination and enjoyment. 

These, and other libertarian teaching methods 
would, if adopted , subvert the whole hierarchical 
structure of society and the state. The people 
in control know this - they can never satisfy 
our demands in all their depths , because 
fundamentally what we demand is control over 
our own lives and futures, ie: the abolition 
of those that control and limit us. 

2) Ca£i_ta_lism i^s in Cr_i s j^s^ What YOU can do 

to help it(collapse) 

In fact world capitalism in both 
its 'free market' (the west) and state (the 
east) models, is undergoing a massive 
restucturing on many levels, but what this 
means for the UK, with its excessively 
irrational and irresponsible government , is 
that the system is becoming even more 
selective and elitist- only those graduates 
deeply committed to gaining jobs in the 
industries and bureaucracy will get them. 

12% of last years graduates are still trying 
to find work and things will be worse this 
year- the system cannot even supply 
satisfaction of its own manufactured 
desires, let alone any tilling more substantial. 

Students however can boycott the system 
by refusing to be recruited- specifically 
they can refuse to be used in the military 
establishment ( AWRE etc) .If you pass and 
t/ien ignore jobs within the traditional 
capitalist structure you are doing something 
useful to disrupt the system. We have the 
power'. 
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12 Red Rag copy deadline and editorial 

meeting. Ririg Clive 64545 or Sue 666324 
for details if you want to help 
Readings Only NEWS paper . ) 

"Self Expression" -informal talk by the 
Thames Valley Natural Health Centre. 8pm 
Friends Meeting House Wokingham. 50p. 


Berlin Second Convention on European 
Nuclear Disarmament- BRPF, Gamble Street, 
Nottingham. ( lasts till the 15th) 

**i Ecolaev Group alternative education 
h- trip to a Stiener school in Pangbourne . 

jf interested leave note in ecolagy draw 
w or see us at the thursday bookstall in 
the union (lunchtime) 


Sat 14 Anti-Militarist week starts- details 
from Peace Pledge Union box 10 Acorn 
Bookshop (17 Chatham ST, Reading) 

Red Rag paste up & printing 

Anti-Porn Week starts with a picket 
of sex shops. Meet at Womens Centre 
Old Shire Hall at 1030am (women only 
I guess) .Various other actions too 
numerous to mention- for news of all 
male or mixed events try contacting the 
libertarian group thru clubs office or 
at our bookstalls( as ecolagy above) 

Sun IS Reading Vegetarians Chiltern Ramble & 
tea. Details Mrs Bulmer Reading 21629. 

Demonstration outside Life Science 
Research Labs Occold.Near Eye.Suffolk 
lpm. Details: Jean, Ipswich 222272. 

Red Rag collating folding & labelling- 
to help phone as on thurs. 

Mon 16 Reading Anarchists phone 666681 for 
details . 

RUCND weekly meeting 8pm 104 Palmer 

Wed 10 "Not a Love Story" film for anti-porn 
week at. Reading Film Theatre. 8pm (only 
KFT members + 1 guest eacn) 

Libertarian Group meeting lpm in exec, 
office upstairs in the union. ’Anarchist:. 

libertarians, revolutionary greens, all 

are welcome. No more sterile dogma A fake 
criticism- this is the real thing! 

Thu 19 Faslane to Greenham Walk for Life 

starts from Faslane .Details: 01-806- 
4615. 

Sun 22 Kill the Police Bill Assemble at 

Brockwell Park , Brixton .March begins 
lpm to Hyde Park. 

Tue 24 Womens Day for Disarmament ’ . . to leave 
their usual occupation for the day & to 
take creative & imaginative actions to 
stop the siting of nuclear weapons' 
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bat 28 march & Rally in Liverpool to protest 
against cruel experiments at Liverpool 
University .Detai Is : Danial Lindsay 051- 
4940470 . 

Sun 29 Reading Vegans Day in the country. 

Digging, planting or watching things grow. 

A visit to a21 acre smallholding near 
Newbury .Food provided , ring Lis Howlet 
581805 to book. 

Tues 31 ’Together we can close Upper Heyford 1 
A four day blockade of the USAF nuclear 
bomber base . Information from Upper 
Heyford Peace Camp, Camp Rd, Upper Heyford, 
Oxon 0X5 3LP or ring Oxford (0865) 

7^441 . 



JUNE 

Sat 4 Sizewell Demo London .Contact 0742- 
754691 . 

National Demo agianst Shamrock farms, 
laboratory animal suppliers . Starts at 
10.45am at The Leve 1 , Brighton .Contac t 
Sue Adams PBZ department if interested 
in going. 

Fri 10 Demonstration in Paris during NATO 

ministers meeting . Detai Is 01-272-1236 

Sat 11 Pont Eat A Battery Hen week starts, 
demonstrations national ly .Detai Is : 
Compassion in world farming 0730-4208 

Reading Vegans 1 day cookery courses at 
72 Curzon St, Reading- interesting trad- 
itional foods from various countries. 

£5 for day inc . meal- book as SUN 29th. 
1 7-19 th Glastonbury CND festival. 

Thu 23 Anti-FUR Demo at fur- traders ball, Savoy 
Hotel, London 6. 30pm. Leave note in Veg 
Soc draw if interested. 

Erl 24 Reading Vegans Midsummer meal at the 

Po.-it. House Hotel Lasings toke Rd, Reading 
Rooking as for last. Vegan. 
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EXETER UNIVERSITY REPORT 


Is there something wrong with us? 

Do we hate ourselves so much that we have 
to externalise it onto the rest of society? 
Perhaps all those people out there really 
are contented and happy with the way things 
are- after all they have (somewhat passively) 
maintained it in existance- they vote every 
few years. 

In particular because students typically 
hsv* such limited experience of real life 
(having been sheltered by family and shod for 
most of their first 18 or so years), the 
argument can be made that their acceptance of 
doctrinal views is ludicrous and delusional. 

We sit in our certrally heated rooms discussing 
how to convert 'the workers' to our wonderful 
social theories . Like our studies, our political 
beliefs have been abstracted into meaninglessness. 
Faith in party heirarchies is just another 
expression of our relentless institutionalisation. 

Some 'revolutionary parties' seem in 
fact to be more reactionary and rigid than the 
society they profess to see overthrown .This is 
not to say that students shouldnt try to break 
down these barriers- we can make use of our 
priviliged position (students are apparently 
regarded as more respectable than, say, the 
unemployed, and are less likply to be hassled 
over dope smoking, etc) to be active in wider 
community concerns. For example the currant 
appalling accommodation situation in the town 
which sees students and 'townies' competing 
for very scarce rooms instead of uniting to 
protest. 

In any case its more than a little 
hypocritical to protest about regimes like 
Chile and South Africa whilst supporting our 
own apartheid: the heavy brigade behind 
barricades at every union event- we are now 
the only venue in town that puts on big 
name acts regularly and the people that live 
& work in the town cant get in (they havnt 
got passes you see). How many times have you 
heard the left wingers complaining about this? 

A Pharisee 

(This article has been extensively cut 
with the writers permission- hopefully this is 
the last time we shall have to worry about 
space limitations) 


- Yes we have 
arrived! 

An alternative to the rancid 

smell and a 1 passivity of 

student politics .This is the 
first issue of our 'officials 
magazine, we also have a 
newsletter *Cut the Crap* which 
is availible to anyone interested 
(leave a note in CCC drawer under 
L if you want it delivvered(or 
even delivered)).Plaase write in, 
remember its YOUR paper (no, 
seriously that means everyone from 
workers struggle marxists to 
RUGBY CLUB neo-fascists) Send in 
your chunder charts! 


An end to 
grim toilets 


Exeter is a campus university of 
about 5000 students, up to this year it had 
a reasonably left wing/centerist exec, 
however the forces of reaction have triumphed, 
with next years consisting of 2 tories.l left 
winger, one SDP christian( the president elect- 
the Christian union is one of the major 
political forces on campus), 2 more SDPs & 4 
unaligned .UGMs are usually poorly attended, 
with only one this year being quorate (this 
was on whether privite education should be 
abolished- Exeter has the highest proportion 
of public school people of any UK university 
( 46&) - its also an Oxbridge reject pool) 

On the 'Day of Action' , march 23rd, any 
plans for a sit in or demo were scrapped by 
the union, who felt it would unecessarily 
damage relations with the town (whatever that 
means) so we (the radical awareness of the 
place) settled for leafletting the town 
centre and visiting the other local sit-in's 
(hv colleges of H.E. etc). 20 people turned 
up to the march on the 9th. 

Martin Cair 
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ITS WORTH DYING FOR 


During examinations 
the roofs of Childs & 
Windsor halls are locked 
so as to prevent the 
prisionars effecting a 
final escape. 





